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Elenydd Wilderness Hostels
I FIRST volunteered as a warden at 

Dolgoch Hostel when it was part of the 
YHA (Youth Hostel Association). It is a 
wonderful, timeless place, which when 
I first went was lit with gas mantles and 
it is still off-grid. Now it is lit by LED 
lighting downstairs (you need a torch for 
night time) and heated by a large wood 
burning stove. Both the Elenydd Wilder-
ness hostels are former farmhouses in the 
wild and beautifully remote upland area 
of Elenydd in the Cambrian Mountains.

Ty’n y Cornel Hostel is about 1⁄2 
miles walk from Dolgoch but almost 
 winding miles by road! Most of the 
area is open access land so the choice of 
walks is endless but there is also a series 
of guides to walks from the hostels. e 
Cambrian Way long-distance footpath 
passes outside Ty’n Cornel hostel.

http://www.cambrianway.org.uk/
In the ‘Noughties’ the YHA sold off 
many of its simple remote hostels and 
the Elenydd Wilderness Trust came into 
being to keep these two hostels running. 
e hostels have continued to be avail-
able for booking through the YHA but 
this year things are changing. e YHA 
seems to want to further standardise its 
accommodation and from June they will 
no longer advertise these hostels (and 
other affiliated hostels). Visit the Elenydd 
Wilderness Trust website for the latest 
information if you want to book a visit.

http://www.elenydd-hostels.co.uk
ese simply wonderful hostels are not 
just for long distance walkers but anyone 
who loves wild places, beautiful scenery, 
dark skies and only the sounds of nature. 

I am booked to do a week as the 
warden at Dolgoch from Sat th of 
October. It would be great to see you 
there. ese hostels are great places to 
stay at any time and by using them you 
will be helping to secure their future. 

Joanna Slattery

Top: Dolgoch. Below: Ty’n-y-Cornel



 

Area Secretary’s Report
AREA AGM

THERE was a very good turnout this 
year, with  members attending and 

 guests. is may have been due to our 
speaker this year who was the new Ram-
blers Chief Executive Van Griffiths, who 
gave a very inspiring speech, including 
much about her previous work in north 
wales, and her continuing residence in 
Llandudno.

 Angela Charlton the Director Wales, 
enthused about all our work with Welsh 
Government, and events for the coming 
year, which will be led by our new staff 
team in Cardiff (see below).

ere were no new officers elected 
this year, as those in current positions 
stood for another year.

ree motions were debated, of 
which two were passed and went forward 
to Welsh Council. 

Motion  was —
“is meeting believes the produc-

tion of a bilingual business-style card 
with phone and web details for Ramblers 
Cymru would be a very useful addition to 
our publicity. It could also advertise and 
have a link for Let’s Walk Cymru. It would 
be less prone to going out of date, small to 
carry, and easy for public places to stock.”

is was debated with points made 
such as –
• ese cards could be le in public 

places such as libraries and possibly 
doctors’ surgeries .

• Post card sized cards had been suc-
cessfully used by Caernarfon and 
Dwyfor Group.

e motion was overwhelmingly passed 
with  against.  

Motion  was —
“is  Ramblers North Wales Area 

AGM agrees that a change of name from 
‘Ramblers’ to ‘Walking GB’ (or similar) 
will improve the image of the Ramblers 
and bring the organisation into the st 
century, thus attracting younger people 
and ensuring that the organisation flour-
ishes in future years.  It therefore asks that 
a motion to this affect be sent to the next 
General Council of the Ramblers.”

is motion had been passed at the 
Caernarfon & Dwyfor Group AGM.

e motion was debated with many 
speakers expressing their views, but 
lost on a vote of  for,  against and  
abstentions.

Motion  was ---
“North Wales Area notes that CTC 

(now rebranded as Cycling UK) has joined 
forces with British Cycling, Open MTB, 
and Welsh Cycling to launch their cam-
paign “Trails for Wales”. 

is campaign includes asking for 
tracks on access land to be open to 
cyclists. ey are also asking for a Scot-
tish model of open access, including 
all PRoW (including Public Footpaths) 
being open to cyclists. erefore North 
Wales Area requests that Ramblers 
Cymru commences discussions with 
members on short-term, responsible 
sharing of suitable paths and tracks, and 
subsequently detailed discussions with 
CTC on our proposals for a real right to 
roam, so that we can work together to get 
legislation in Wales for superior access 
for all users of our wonderful country-
side.”

It had been agreed at North Wales 
Area Council that a motion on this sub-
ject should be debated.

ere were many speakers on the 
motion, and one amendment, which was 
the addition of words in italic bold above. 
ese were accepted by the proposer. 

e motion was overwhelmingly 
passed with  against.

Sub Committee on Newsletter & Walks 
Programme Review

e AGM heard that the final meet-
ing of the sub-committee was held on 
th December , at which the points 
below were agreed, and raised at the 
February AC meeting. All future deci-
sions on the Area Newsletter and Walks 
Booklet would be discussed and agreed at 
AC meetings.
  Notification of Area AGM to mem-
bers – the wording in Area Constitution 
on this is – 
Notice of the date of the AGM will be pub-
lished in the Combined Walks Programme. 
All members will be notified of the venue 
and time in the Area Newsletter which will 
be circulated at least  weeks before the 
date of the meeting
It was agreed that this should be redraed 
to allow for notice of AGM in the Area 
newsletter to be available on the website, 
and brought up at next AC meeting.
  It was agreed that the Area website 
should change to a website hosted by 
Ramblers London
  It was agreed that Area should 
continue to encourage Groups to have a 

Ramblers hosted website.
  It was agreed that AC should be asked 
whether to go for the front & back pages 
in colour, at an approximate cost of  
per edition (AC agreed this).
  It was agreed that we will continue 
to print and post both the walks booklet 
and the newsletter to all members for the 
foreseeable future.
  Walks booklet – it was agreed to 
ask AC whether this needs a review of 
content, or are members happy with it as 
is (AC agreed this).

WELSH COUNCIL 2017
is year’s Welsh Council was held at 
the National Trust’s Learning Centre at 
Stackpoles in Pembrokeshire in early 
April. We were blessed with glorious 
weather, and those who went on the 
guided walks saw stunning scenery and 
wildlife.

Before dinner on the Saturday we 
were entertained by an address from 
the Chief Executive of Pembrokeshire 
National Park, Tegwyn Jones, who was 
very complimentary about the local work 
of Ramblers Cymru.

All the business was carried out on 
the Sunday, and included the annual 
report presented jointly by Angela Charl-
ton (Director Ramblers Cymru) and 
Chris Hodgson (Chair of Welsh Council), 
the financial report by our Treasurer, and 
a presentation by Van Griffiths, the new 
Chief Exec of Ramblers GB, who used to 
work for the National Trust in Wales. 

ere was an interesting conversation 
between Jane Davidson, one of our Vice 
Presidents, and Rhodri Morgan, former 
First Minister of Welsh Government, 
which included many reminiscences of 
walks, particularly on the local Pembro-
keshire Coast path.

At the elections, the following from 
North Wales were appointed -

President: Denis McAteer, Vice-Presi-
dents: Ron Williams, WCEC Members: 
Stan Winstanley, Simon Longman and 
Max Grant. If you wish to raise any 
matter with WCEC, please talk to one of 
these.

Motions
e two motions proposed by North 
Wales Area (see motions  and  in report 
above of Area AGM) were both passed.



 

Area Footpath Secretary’s Report

General Council 2017

Area delegates this year were Stan Win-
stanley and Alan Norton to the General 
Council in Southampton. 

New Ramblers 
Cymru Staff

I am pleased to be able to report that the 
following staff have recently joined Ram-
blers Cymru. All work out of the Ram-
blers office in Cardiff, except Amanda 
Hill who will be based in Ceredigion. 

Kate Marshall – Engagement & 
Communications Officer- full time per-
manent 

Catherine Morgan – Area Support 
and Admin Officer – full time for one 
year

Amanda Hill – Walking Spaces 
Officer –  days a week on a one year 
contract  

Victoria Baldwin –Health Walks 
Programme Manager – full time funded 
by Welsh Government on a  month con-
tract which we hope to be extended

 
Max Grant

Area Secretary

THE LAST few months have seen 
some successes and also two signifi-

cant disappointments. 
Firstly the positives. e maintenance 

teams continue to work and improve the 
footpaths across North Wales. Separately 
see two articles on news from Meirion-
nydd.

e Ramblers nationally is encourag-
ing better waymarking. At the end of last 
year Ramblers appealed to members to 
contribute to a fund to provide finance 
for waymarking. One North Wales 
member made a donation to the Area to 
improve waymarking in the North East of 
the Area. 

A number of routes and areas which 
could be improved were identified. e 
landowners and tenants then had to be 
contacted and their permission given. 
At the time of writing a section of the 

North Wales Pilgrims Way has been 
waymarked. is is above Llangelynin 
Church. is area is prone to mist and 
walkers were getting lost and disorien-
tated. Hopefully this will now be sorted.

Negotiations are taken place so that 
we can spend the remainder of this 
generous donation. A waymarker post 
costs about . If you know of where 
places can be improved then let us know. 
Donations are welcome, please send 
them to the Area Treasurer. Details in the 
Combined Walks Programme.

e disappointments are the Public 
Inquiries. In  we lost a claim for a 
footpath that crossed the railway line at 
Abermorddu, Caergwrle near Wrexham. 
A similar claim was lost in Nottingham-
shire. e Ramblers decided to appeal 
the Nottingham decision.  Unfortunately 
the Nottingham case was lost at the 

High Court this year, and Ramblers have 
decided not to take the case any further.

e other disappointment was the 
decision by the Inspector not to confirm 
a Definitive Map Order in respect of 
Hawarden FP  which is currently a 
cul-de-sac footpath. We believe that this 
was the result an error at the Welsh Office 
at the time of the construction of the 
A.e path became infamous in the late 
s as the “Michael Owen path”, since 
the footballer had bought a house there.

In his long-delayed decision (we 
gather that he was ill) the Inspector 
ignored the first-hand testimony of two 
local residents, one of whom who lived 
at the farm in s. e Ramblers are 
considering an appeal.

Ron Williams

Area Secretary’s 
Report (continued) JOANNA’S piece on the front page 

reminded me of several excellent trips 
to Elenydd with the Clwydian Ramblers, 
now quite some years distant.

Do any members remember stay-
ing at Bryn Poeth Uchaf, another 
simple hostel, near Rhandirmwyn? Our 
Clwydian party stayed there on the very 
last night on which it was open in .

From Bryn Poeth Uchaf we walked 
up the Doethie Valley, where may be 
found a rather good pool for a swim, 
and eventually got to Tyn-y-Cornel 
which even then was staffed by volunteer 
wardens, one of whom had the enterprise 
to bring in some beers supplies which he 
would share with visitors. I don’t think he 
made any profit on the deal.

Now here my memory gets confused. 
One trip went from Tyn-y-Cornel past 
Dolgoch, which we looked at but didn’t 
stay. We continued over Drygarn Fawr 
and dropped into the Elan valley 

Another trip went towards Cwm 
Ystwyth from Ty’n-y-Cornel and we 
passed through Strata Florida Abbey 
ruins en route for Pontrhydfenigaid.  
is was more or less on the route of the 
Cambrian Way.

e whole area is wonderful and 
deserves to be a National Park, and you 
can read the story here:

http://cambrian-mountains.co.uk
PB

Moss cushion in Dolgoch grounds © Joanna 2016

More on Elenydd Wilderness Hostels



 

Local Access Forums

I can now report that two of our Local 
Access Forums which hadn’t met for 
many years have now merged, and held 
two meetings. e Conwy East and 
Denbighshire LAF first met in December 
 and again in March . ere are 
 members of Ramblers Cymru on the 
combined LAF. It is early days yet, but 
it is hoped that LAF members will be 
able to assist in the new Rights of Way 
Improvement Plans (ROWIPS) being 
reviewed separately by Conwy CBC and 
Denbighshire CC. Development of the 
Active Travel maps was on the agenda, as 
was discussions on Glastir access maps 
and guided walks.

Snowdonia National Park
e following matters have been dis-
cussed at the Snowdonia North LAF.

Many of the new signs showing 
“Keep your dog on a lead” and “No 
fouling – pick up aer your dog” have 
been erected on and around Snowdon. 
More signs have been ordered and will be 
erected throughout the Park

A representative from North Wales 
Police discussed issues about illegal 
offroading. ere was a wide ranging 
discussion on matters such as problems 
around Penmachno and Blaenau Ffes-
tiniog; use of legal routes between Capel 
Curig, Dolwyddelan and Penmachno; 
possibility of TROs on some routes (sup-
port needed from LARA and TRF); use 
of mini mokes on the route below Conwy 
Mountain; police advised reporting inci-
dents of illegal offroading by phoning  
and getting incident report numbers. 

is was followed at the next meet-
ing by representatives of Green Lanes 
Association (GLAS) – an off roader’s 
group. is was on the repair work being 
carried out by their volunteers on the 
Capel Curig to Dolwyddelan UCR, due 
to damage by offroaders. Included was 
tree clearing aer storms, hardcore in 
potholes donated locally, and introduc-
ing a voluntary one way system for xs 
(agreement between LARA, SNPA & 
CCBC) by erecting signs.

Potted history of Unclassified Roads 
in Gwynedd. David Coleman (ex GCC 
PRoW manager) gave a short history of 
roads in Gwynedd from Roman roads to 
today.

Snowdon Ranger Path – Ramblers 

Cymru Caernarfon & Dwyfor Group 
had written to SNPA about the terrible 
state of this, following wash outs aer 
the storms. Costs will be k to k 
and will start hopefully this year. e 
improvements to the Snowdon Ranger 
car park will be complete by Easter.

Snowdon Circular Route – an update 
was given, with more work to be carried 
out next year. ere was a request for a 
strategy document on this route, as it has 
been going for many years in piece meal 
fashion. It was stated that this would be 
difficult due to a number of critical route 
problems.

e last meeting of the current LAF 
was held in March  – membership of 
the new LAF has been notified, and now 
includes two volunteers from Ramblers 
Cymru.

National Access Forum
e th meeting of the National Access 
Forum for Wales was held in Bangor 
on .. at which the following was 
discussed.

Improving Opportunities to Access 
the Outdoors for Recreation – statement 
by Cabinet Secretary Lesley Griffiths on 
...

A brief presentation by Catrin Dellar, 
which included the statement “we’re 
cracking on now on proposals for the key 
 areas -

 Achieving consistency in the 
opportunities available for participation 
in different activities and how activities 
are restricted and regulated;

 Simplifying and harmonising 
procedures for designating and recording 
public access; 

 Improving existing advisory 
forums and how access rights and 
responsibilities are communicated to all 
interests”

Also mentioned that Wales approach 
won’t follow the approaches taken by 
other countries. 

Aer questioning, Catrin stated there 
was no timetable, neither formal nor 
informal.

e proposals will not include motor-
ised rights for access to the countryside, 
but none will be taken away.

Local Access Forums in Wales

John Morgan, Chair of LAF’s Chairs, 
gave a verbal presentation on LAFs 
– from CROW Act statutory duties, the 
guidance published in  (it’s nearly 
 years old), problems with reduced 
Local Authority funding, and LAFs being 
isolated. John suggested that the Chairs 
of LAFs meeting should be statutory 
– possibly call it the NAFW, and rename 
the NAFW as something else. A paper 
on best practice in Welsh LAFs is being 
developed.

Gaps, Gates and Barriers
Mark Weston (BHS) gave a presentation 
on recent trials of  self-closing gates, 
and which are preferred by horse riders. 
Arthur Lee (Disabled Ramblers) showed 
video clips of difficulties wheel chair 
users had with various gates. Gwyn Smith 
(Sustrans) explained his position, and 
showed how barriers put in to prevent 
access by motor bikes on bridleways, 
also caused problems for other legitimate 
users such as cyclists and mobility scoot-
ers. Plenty of food for thought here, on 
which gates should be erected.

Countryside Alliance
Rachel Evans explained what the Coun-
tryside Alliance does in the rural com-
munity, that they wanted the countryside 
to benefit from tourism, which meant 
having access. CA opposed the Scottish 
model of access for Wales but believed 
there is untapped potential for access. CA 
had applied for membership of NAFW, 
and aer a discussion (with observers 
leaving the room), it was agreed to accept 
them. e recurring reason given by 
existing members is that it is better to 
have them as a member where access 
issues can be discussed.

Max Grant
Area Access Secretary

New Open Access - OS maps
A 10 year review of open access was 
completed in 2014 but the new access 
(e.g. Little Orme, Point Lynas) is still not 
reflected on OS Explorer maps.

It appears that there was some kind 
of glitch at OS, but we now believe that 
OS will update their mapping by June.

Access Officer’s report



 

Lost Commons
Do You Have any 

Unregistered Commons?

Below is an extract from a recent mis-
sive from the Open Spaces Society (OSS) 
regarding news on registering commons in 
Wales, which was sent to all OSS members 
in Wales.

As you may know, any common land 
in Wales on the local commons register, 
becomes Open Access Land under the 
CROW Act . is means that if you 
succeed in registering land as common, 
which is not currently registered, then it 
will be open for the public to walk. 

“On  May , for the first time in 
 years, the public can claim ‘lost’ com-
mons in Wales. e Welsh Government 
will bring into force legislation which 
ensures that any commons which failed 
to make it to final registration under the 
Commons Registration Act  can now 
be rescued.

We are delighted at this development 
which will enable people to record and 
protect their ‘lost’ commons.  Once 
common land is on the register, it 
potentially gives the public the right to 
walk and possibly ride there, and it has 
additional protection from development 
and encroachment.

e Commons Registration Act  
required all commons to be registered 
but only allowed three years for this to be 
done.  Some commons which were pro-
visionally registered were subsequently 
struck off on spurious grounds.  Now, 
the Welsh Government has implemented 
part  of the Commons Act  which 
enables anyone to apply to their unitary 
authority (the commons registration 
authority) to register land which was 
wrongly struck off, provided it satisfies 
certain tests to show that it was origi-
nally provisionally registered and still is 
common land.  We encourage people to 
claim their commons.  

It is well worth claiming commons 
because once land is registered we win 
the right to walk there (if it has not 
already been mapped as access land 
under the Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act ) and there may be new rights 
to ride too.  Furthermore, the land is pro-
tected from development and enclosure.

e application for registration is 
made to the unitary authority and the 
applicant must submit evidence to show 
that the land was open, uncultivated 
and unoccupied at the date of the 

application. e law is already in force in 
parts of England.  In Cornwall, where it 
has been in force since , there have 
been many successful applications with 
a lot of public benefit. We recommend 
people to study the commons registers 
held by their commons registration 
authority and note any provisional 
registrations which did not become final.  
ese commons are potentially register-
able.

However, it’s not all good news.
Part  of the Commons Act also 

allows landowners to apply to remove 
commons from the register if they can 
prove an error was made in the past, or 
that the land is within the curtilage of 
their properties.  We are writing to all the 
registration authorities to tell them that 
we wish to be notified of all such applica-
tions, so that we can object if we believe 
that the land is still common.  We are 
urging you, our members, to do the same.  
An example email template to send to 
your commons registration authority is 
given below and also available on our 
website.”

Max Grant

Full information can be found on the OSS website:
http://www.oss.org.uk/wales/commons-act-2006-wales/

Meirionnydd Ramblers were delighted 
to be able to hand over a cheque for 
£215 to Aberdyfi Search and Rescue 
Team (SART) following a recent social 
evening. 

One of their members, well known 
local photographer Jean Napier, gave 
a presentation about the old drovers 
roads in Meirionnydd and a buffet was 
provided by members on a 'bring and 
share' basis. 

“We had a great evening” said 
Gill Caves, footpath secretary for the 
Meirionnydd Group “it was not only very 
informative but we all enjoyed a relaxed 
evening and it was a real bonus that in 
addition we were able to fund raise for 
such a worthy cause as the local Moun-
tain Rescue Service”. 

Receiving the cheque on behalf of 
SART, Chris Dunn, Team Leader, said “we 
are aiming to equip each of our vehicles 
with a defibrillator and this donation will 
help us achieve our goal”. Automated 
External Defibrillators (AEDs) can be 

vital in restoring the heart to a normal 
rhythm in the event of a cardiac arrest 
and cost in the region of £1,000 each.

 “ We are so grateful to the people 
who give their time voluntarily to assist 

walkers who get into difficulties” said 
Gill.

Pictured: Gill Caves, Jean Napier and 
Chris Dunn.



 

GWYNEDD County Council closed 
this bridge two years ago because 

it had become unsafe. is bridge is 
very popular with local residents and 
walkers from further afield. During a six 
month period a counter recorded that  
walkers averaged , per month. is 
was remarkable. Local residents had by 
then largely stopped using it for safety 
concerns.

is was an obvious candidate for 
emergency action. e Afon Dyfi at this 
point is wide and deep. ere is also a 
height difference between the two sides 
of the river. is meant that replacement 
would be complex and costly.  is was 
therefore going to be difficult, at times of 
restraint, to fund.  Replacing the bridge 
was going to take a large chunk of Gwyn-
edd’s Rights of Way Budget.

Meirionnydd Group had been 
involved and had taken it up with 
the Council. In  the Area was 
approached and Max Grant and myself 
took a look.  Our intention was to assess 
the situation with a view to issuing a 
Section  Notice on the Council. is 
would have forced the County to explain 
how and when they were going to solve 
the problem. Failure to do so could have 
led to legal proceedings. is is some-
thing the Ramblers is reluctant to do. It 
is extremely expensive, not only for the 
Association, but also the Council Tax 
payers of Gwynedd.  

We considered what could be done 
and approached Gwynedd CC, who 
informed us that they were looking for 
funding and that they hoped the work 
could be completed by the end of March 
.

Gwynedd duly lived up to its forecast 
and the bridge was rebuilt during March  
and April this year. 

So where had they got the money 
from? First of all it was included in their 
ROWIP* application and was allocated 
,. Further funding came from 
the Community Council, Snowdonia 
National Park and Nod Glas cyf (a com-
munity enterprise).

Meanwhile Natural Resources Wales 
carried out work to stabilise the River 
Bank.

is shows even in a time of severe 
restraint that if the will is there funding 
can be found.  Congratulations to the 
officers and politicians of Gwynedd 
County Council  in finding a way to 
bring this  bridge back into use.

Dolybont Bridge in Dinas Mawddwy

Meanwhile, Merionnydd Group’s 
own individual efforts in Cwm Mynach, 
Llanelltyd in February, have got a men-
tion on page  of “Walk” magazine, 
summer edition.

Ron Williams

*ROWIP. This stands for Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan.  County Councils 
have to produce a ROWIP. They can then 
approach the Welsh Government for all 
or part of the funding. 

Photos (top to bottom): the old bridge, demolition phase, new bridge
All photos courtesy of Liz Haynes / Gwynedd Council ©



 

Mary Robinson

MARY Robinson, who contributed 
a great deal to Ramblers both in 

North Wales and nationally, died on 
 March, aged , aer a long illness. 
e funeral took place at Pentrebychan, 
Wrexham on  March.

Mary was married to John 
Robinson, who had long been a pillar 
of North Wales Area, so it would have 
been difficult for her to avoid some 
involvement with Ramblers’ affairs. She 
embraced that challenge with gusto. 

Aer joining the area council as 
Publicity Officer in  Mary later 
switched to being Countryside Officer, a 
role that she really made her own, dealing 
with large-scale planning issues which 
affected the countryside. 

Mary became something of a 
specialist on the subject of wind 
turbines and was instrumental in the 
Area becoming a founding member of 
Cynghhrair Hiraethog Alliance, which 
included CPRW and other local bodies. 
Mary helped set up the Denbigh Moors 
Appeal, which was used by Ramblers to 
contribute towards the costs of public 

inquiries where a consortium of local 
bodies opposed intrusive wind farm 
development in that area.

With Mary’s encouragement 
Ramblers in North Wales became an 
effective campaigning body on planning 
and countryside issues, and if you look 
through back issues of this newsletter you 
will see her well-argued contributions, 
littered with references to UDPs, 
LDPs, and Technical Advice Notes. She 
arranged meetings of county countryside 
secretaries to ensure effective liaison.

Mary also acted as contact point for 
the “Daily Post Walks” which for a long 
time was a useful source of funds for the 
groups which provided the walk details.

Not content with all this local activity 
Mary also spent a couple of years on the 
National Executive of Ramblers - now 
called the Board of Trustees. - as well as a 
longer period on the Welsh Executive.

Mary was someone who always 
argued her corner without fear or 
favour, and we could do with some more 
campaigners of her calibre.

PB

Chair’s Ramblings

Coast, coast and 

more coast
    

LAST YEAR, having walked the north 
coast section of the Wales Coast Path, 

I started walking the Ynys Môn/ Anglesey 
section. I only managed one walk from 
Menai to Beaumaris! 

I have done better this year, we have 
reached City Dulas already. ree days 
of stunning coastal scenery with lots of 
evidence of the hard work that the Silver 
Slashers have done, particularly board-
walks. ey have recently negotiated a 
new section that will move part of the 
route I have covered nearer to the coast 
- details on the back page. Well done on 
another success. 

e Wales Coast Path is always going 
to need work due to erosion but also 
there are lots of sections that would ben-
efit from being nearer the coast so there 
is still plenty for us to do.

  Welsh Council this April was in 
Stackpole in the Pembrokeshire Area 
of Outstanding Beauty. ere were 
 people from our Area, plus Van  
(Vanessa) our Ramblers CEO, who is 
from Llandudno, not bad when it was 
about as far away as possible.  e meet-
ing is an enjoyable opportunity to share 
ideas and experiences as well as to take 
decisions and elect Welsh officers. More 
details in the Max’s Secretary’s report. 

Kevin and I spent an extra few nights 
down there aer the conference to 
explore the coast path. e scenery with 
cliff stacks and arches, wildflowers and 
seabirds were amazing.

    Also in April, for the second year, 
I led part of a sponsored event to raise 
money for the Alzheimer society( My 
Dad suffered with this). e walk used 
the Wales Coast Path and Offas Dyke so 
different sections circled the country.  

I led a section on Anglesey from 
Newborough to Menai Bridge. We hope 
to have raised more than the , 
raised by last year’s walk.

www.thewelshwalk.com

Joanna Slattery
Area chairperson
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‘Ullo John, gotta new trailer?

JOHN STUBBS will have to forgive me 
for adapting the title of Alexei Sayle’s 

 hit song for the heading used above.
Anyway, the point is, for those of you 

have not already heard, that the Siliver 
Slashers, the path maintenance shock 
troops of Ynys Môn Ramblers, have got a 
new trailer to help them in their various 
tasks.

e photos opposite show a selection 
of Silver Slashers with Anglesey Council 
staff standing in front of the new trailer, 
and (below) the inside of the trailer .

You can see that the inside is well-
provided with racking and bins for the 
various small items which are needed for 
the jobs they do, and has frames to hold 
shovels, brushwood cutters, saws and 
other tools.

e new acquisition got good press 
coverage in the North Wales Chronicle 
on  February this year, and this is the 
first chance to tell the rest of our North 
Wales membership about it.

e trailer, made by Ifor Williams 
(of course!) bears on the side the logos 
of both Ramblers and Ynys Môn County 
Council. It cost ,.

e trailer gets towed to the agreed 
location for a work project by council 
highway staff and is stored in the high-
ways depot.

John Stubbs told the press reporter 
that the trailer made life a lot easier, since 
none of the Silver Slashers are young, and 
most are pensioners.

Ed.

Andria Massey (YM FP Sec) writes:
ere is a new part of the Coastal 

Path opening soon, agreement with the 
landowner has been signed. We have had 
to agree some small extinguishments, 
a couple on open access land and one 
through a horrible farmyard but we 
believe we have gained much more than 
we have lost. Anyway, the new line of the 
Isle of Anglesey Coastal path goes close 

to the coastline and away from the road 
from Fedw Fawr SH to Bodola 
SH . It has taken some eight years 
to get this, together with a restored path 
from Bwyrdd Arthur fort to the shoreline 
in Tan Dinas Quarry. 

We are thrilled to get this. It wasn't 
looking good for a long time as the land 
agent wanted all the extinguishments to 

be accepted before they would allow the 
new path. We were under some pressure 
but stuck to our guns and now have a 
very acceptable proposal. It is a lovely 
route with views all across the bay . e 
path to the shoreline needs some work 
which can't take place until aer the bird 
nesting season, but both paths should be 
open by autumn all being well.


